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Cumberland County Library System Requests $0.43 per Person Tax Increase 
CARLISLE, PA – Speaking on behalf of the Cumberland County Library System Board, Paul Fisher, Board Treasurer, requested an increase in Cumberland County’s library tax that is the equivalent of $0.43 more per person or $0.78 per average assessed household in 2014.   Fisher stated that this was the first step in a two-stage plan that will address the state’s eventual application of its state funding formula for library services.  This formula will reduce the state’s matching support for Cumberland County’s library support by 40% due to its move from a 4th to 3rd class county.  
Commenting that the forty-three cent increase is less than the price of a first class postage stamp, Fisher said that the library system board’s request was “a very modest one”, and would allow the counties’ libraries to sustain operations, provide new books, technology, and other services, and would help reduce the amount of money that would be pulled from dwindling reserves.  In addition, it “builds on the findings of the Commissioners’ survey of residents that indicated library services were among the top ten county services citizens believe should be continued.” 
Fisher said that the only increase in Cumberland County’s library tax was 10 years ago, in 2004.  The purpose of that tax increase was to maintain current library operations, replace lost state aid dollars (a 35% cut), fully fund a 90-day contingency fund, and establish a Strategic Development Fund.
He said that each of these objectives was met during one of the nation’s most financially turbulent times.   “During this period, Cumberland County Library System’s (CCLS) services proved more vital and important than ever.  As it turns out, libraries continue to meet the growing need of residents for access to books, technology and learning at no charge — even in the digital age.”
Fisher said that the request is caused by many reasons, among which include the growth in the public’s use of and demand for library services and the fact that inflation has outpaced significant fund-raising gains and additional fee-driven support.  
However, the most significant factor has been mounting losses in state support.  Fisher said that “Since the recession, the library system has lost $2.2 million in state support. In addition, Cumberland County’s reclassification from a 4th to 3rd class county will eventually reduce the state’s matching support an additional 40%.”
Fisher stated that since the recession hit, each of the eight library boards in Cumberland County and associated volunteer Friends groups have significantly increased their fundraising activities.  In fact “the average amount of money that we raise per person through private efforts is 97% higher than the national average for libraries.”  
However, Fisher said, this is in sharp contrast to how the library system compares to libraries across the state or country in the category of local government support.  “The money that is allocated for library services by the county, local municipalities and school districts is 55% lower than the national average and 18% lower than the statewide average.”
Fisher said that the Library System has made many budget cuts and reduced services in a variety of ways ever since the recession hit.  Operating hours were reduced along with staffing levels and technology services were competitively bid that yielded significant savings.  Fisher also stated that the library system’s budget for new books and other library materials is actually 6% less than what it was 10 years ago.  
“It’s hard to believe, but losing $2.2 million in state funding has required us to reduce the amount of money that we can spend for new library books and materials.  This goes to the very heart of what we provide for our communities.  New books and other library materials are essential for to help kids get a good start in school, provide families with low-cost entertainment, and give job-seekers and others Internet access.”  
Fisher said that without this modest tax increase, the library system’s funds will be exhausted by 2016.  With the tax increase, reserve funds are projected to be exhausted by 2017. 
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